A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on
Monday 28th March 2022, at 7.30pm,
in Sandford Village Hall
Those present at the meeting:
Parish Cllrs Present:
Tom Adams, Zak Aravantinos, Archie Forbes (Chair), Kevin Joyce (Vice-Chair), Iain
Kilpatrick, Lynne Stephens (Vice-Chair), Jack Taviner, Larry Van Haaren, Paul
Watkins, and John Witcher
NSC Ward Councillors:
Clerk:
Members of the public:

Ann Harley
Lynne Rampton
Seven

Parish Cllrs Absent:

Mark Boddy, Emma Buckland, Gerald Lloyd, Chris Lomas, and Tom Nicholson

145.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) Apologies had been received from Parish Cllrs Boddy,
Lloyd and Nicholson.

146.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Agenda item 2). Cllr Stephens declared a non-pecuniary interest in
agenda item 16a. A relative had an involvement with the company submitting the revised quotation.

147.

TO CONSIDER & DECIDE UPON ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS TO
ALLOW THEM TO PARTICIPATE IN A DISCUSSION OR VOTE ON A MATTER IN WHICH HE/SHE MAY
HAVE A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST (Agenda item 3).
Dispensations are granted to Parish Councillors under section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 and the Parish
Council delegated the power to grant dispensations (s 101 of the Local Government Act 1972) to the Clerk
or appointed Deputy (see PC meeting 23.07.12 min 52 iv.).
Dispensation was granted to Cllr Stephens to take part in the discussion but not vote at the relevant agenda
point.

148.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28TH FEBRUARY 2022
(Agenda item 4) The minutes to the meeting were approved as a correct record.
Proposed:
Cllr Z Aravantinos
Seconded:
Cllr J Witcher
All members present at the last meeting were in favour.

149.

MINUTE UPDATE FROM THE FEBRUARY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES ALONG WITH THE MARCH
CLERK’S REPORT – Annex 1 (Agenda item 5)
Min 141. Parish Assembly - with a number of suggested speakers being unavailable on the evening, and
a reduced capacity room available at the Winscombe Community Centre, a smaller scale event had now
been scheduled. Group and committee Chairs were reminded to submit their annual report to the Clerk as
soon as possible.

150.

TO RECEIVE A CRIME REPORT FOR THE LAST MONTH PERIOD (Agenda item 6)
A report had been received for the previous month period. This was read to the meeting by the Chair.

151.

RESPONSE TO MATTERS RAISED DURING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING
OF THE PARISH COUNCIL (Agenda item 7) With all matters raised having been responded to directly with
individual parishioners, there were none.

152.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (Agenda item 8) The Chair suspended the meeting to allow public participation
and stated that this was the only time during the meeting members of public present would be allowed to
address the Council.
To receive a presentation from the NSC Banwell Bypass Team on the current public consultation
NSC representatives provided a presentation and answered questions in relation to the Banwell Bypass
and Highways Improvement consultation. The final scheme would be subject to a road safety audit. The
Chair reminded those present of the NSC drop-in events taking place in the parish and also of forthcoming
public and working group meetings where the content of the consultation would be discussed.

a.
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b.

The parish community speed watch co-ordinator advised of three new sites for speed monitoring in the
parish. Children had been seen crossing busy roads without pedestrian crossing points. Members of the
Church Road Action Group had monitored traffic using their road as an un-official ‘Winscombe bypass’
when recent road works closed Woodborough Road for a three-day period.
Members of the ‘Flags and Festival Group spoke of advanced plans for parish celebrations to mark the
Queens Platinum Jubilee. Flags and bunting would adorn roads and homes and the group were
encouraging street parties where neighbours would get together. Festival plans were outlined, and
questions answered in relation to this.
With no further members of the public wishing to speak, the Chair re-convened the meeting

153.

TO RECEIVE A WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE (Agenda item 9) Ward Cllr Harley commended the festival
group for organising an inclusive Jubilee community event for the parish. The member went on to speak of
operational difficulties faced by NSC Officers due to COVID restrictions over the previous two-year period
and the reduction in future planning applications that would be considered by the NSC Planning &
Regulatory Committee.
A Parish Cllr passed an opinion on the mechanism for consideration of the Banwell Bypass Planning
application that would be decided by the same authority making the application.

154.

TO AUTHORISE BILLS FOR PAYMENT. Annex 2 (Agenda item 10)
Direct payments, cheques, direct debits, and standing order payments as detailed totalling £12,926.93
(incl. vat) were authorised for payment.
Proposed: Cllr I Kilpatrick
Seconded:
Cllr L Van Haaren
All in favour

155.

TO DELEGATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PC RESPONSE ON THE BANWELL BYPASS
CONSULTATION TO A MEETING OF THE PC BYPASS WORKING GROUP, FOLLOWING A PUBLIC
ZOOM CONSULTATION MEETING AND DISCUSSION WITH CHURCHILL PARISH COUNCIL. (Agenda
item 11)
With the current consultation closing before the next parish council meeting, the parish council response to
the ‘Banwell Bypass & Highways Improvements’ questionnaire was duly delegated to the PC Banwell
Bypass Working Group.
Proposed: Cllr J Witcher
Seconded:
Cllr L Stephens
All in favour
Members were reminded of the two dates for NSC ‘consultation drop-in’ events that would take place in the
parish, along with the PC public meeting that would take place via zoom. A meeting would take place with
Churchill Parish Council representatives before the working group compiled and agreed the PC response
to the consultation.

156.

THE FUTURE OF CHURCHILL SPORTS CENTRE – SHOULD THE PARISH COUNCIL BE INVOLVED
IN THE PREPARATION OF A BUSINESS PLAN AND DELIVERY MODEL TO EXPLORE THE OPTION
OF WHETHER A TRUST (OR SIMILAR) COULD POTENTIALLY TAKE OVER THE OWNERSHIP AND
MANAGEMENT OF THE FACILITY? (Agenda item 12)
In discussion members considered that there was little information supplied by NSC to be able to fully
respond to the question raised regarding the future of the Churchill Sports Centre. Without the drive and
input from the school, regardless of the support from neighbouring parish councils, a future model for the
centre was considered to be difficult to achieve.
Whilst the centre was not currently in a good state of repair, potential had been assessed in the possible
acquisition of additional adjoining land.
Positive support was expressed to continue exploring future possibilities for the centre, but without
committing the parish council to the preparation of a business plan, trust, and ownership of the facility.
It was proposed that the parish council continue to be involved in discussions with NSC and
neighbouring parishes regarding the future of the Churchill Sports Centre. It would however not
commit, at this time to the preparation of a business plan and delivery model to explore the option
of whether a trust (or similar) could potentially take over the ownership and management of the
facility.
Proposed: Cllr K Joyce
Seconded:
Cllr J Taviner
9 in favour, 1 abstention

157.

TO RECEIVE AND NOTE A REPORT FROM THE APPOINTED INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING 28TH FEBRUARY 2022 (Agenda item 13)
The report was received and duly noted.
Proposed: Cllr Z Aravantinos
Seconded:
Cllr L Van Haaren
All in favour
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158.

TO CO-OPT CLLR VAN-HAAREN ONTO THE WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (Agenda item 14)
Cllr Van Haaren was duly co-opted onto the War Memorial Recreation Ground Advisory Committee as a
village representative
Proposed: Cllr J Taviner
Seconded:
Cllr J Witcher
9 in favour
Cllr Van Haaren abstained from the vote

159.

TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP HELD ON
14TH MARCH 2022 AND TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THAT MEETING (Agenda
item 15);
It was proposed that to reduce the Parish Council Carbon Footprint, the Occasional hardcopy
newsletter be produced six-monthly, with the email version remaining quarterly, so long as there
was enough relevant and up to date information to put in it.
Proposed: Cllr I Kilpatrick
Seconded:
Cllr L Stephens
All in favour

a.

160.
a.

TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY & ALLOTMENT WORKING GROUP
HELD ON 21ST MARCH 2022 AND TO APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THAT MEETING
(Agenda item 16);
Due to the poor condition of the pergola roofs, the revised quotation of £3,000 plus vat per gazebo
should be accepted and works instructed to replace the two roofs with funds deducted from
cemetery earmarked reserves (an increase of £150 per gazebo from a quotation issued September 2021)
Proposed: Cllr J Taviner
Seconded:
Cllr L Van Haaren
9 in favour
Due to a previously declared interest, Cllr Stephens took no part in the vote on this item

b.

A quotation of £5,456 plus vat for the replacement of two cemetery tree seats was recommended
for approval to the full PC with funds to be deducted from cemetery earmarked reserves.
Proposed: Cllr L Van Haaren
Seconded:
Cllr I Kilpatrick
All in favour

c.

Due to the weight of the picket fence panels, it was proposed that additional posts (70) are installed
along the entire length of the fence to add additional support to this. Costs were likely to be £1,000.
Proposed: Cllr J Witcher
Seconded:
Cllr T Adams
All in favour

161.

MATTERS FOR INFORMATION (Agenda item 17)
•
The National Salary Award 2021/22 of 1.75% for the Clerk & Deputy was duly noted and would be
paid along with April salary payments.
•
PROW AX29/23 Barton Drove – it was known that the British Horse Society had made an application
to upgrade a footpath to a bridleway. Whilst NSC may not assess this application for some time yet,
the item should be included as an agenda item for discussion at the next meeting of the PC
Environment Working Group.
With no further business, the meeting concluded at

9.05 pm

Signed................................................................... (Chairman)
Date.......................................

Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council acknowledge the general duty to consider the following matters
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (age, race, gender, gender reassignment, sexual
orientation, marital status, religion & belief, pregnancy & maternity, and disability) Crime and Disorder,
Health & Safety and Human Rights.
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