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A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on  
Monday 25th July 2022, at 7.30pm, 

in Sandford Village Hall 
 
 

Those present at the meeting: 
Parish Cllrs Present:  Zak Aravantinos, Archie Forbes (Chair), Kevin Joyce (Vice-Chair), Gerald Lloyd, 

Lynne Stephens (Vice-Chair), Larry Van Haaren, Paul Watkins, and John Witcher 
  
NSC Ward Councillors: Karin Haverson 
Clerk:      Lynne Rampton  
Members of the public: None 
 
Parish Cllrs Absent:   Tom Adams, Mark Boddy, Emma Buckland, Iain Kilpatrick, Chris Lomas, Jack 

Taviner, and Tom Nicholson 
 

36. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO APPROVE REASONS FOR ABSENCE WHERE 
APPROPRIATE (Agenda item 1) Apologies had been received from Parish Cllrs Boddy, Buckland, 
Kilpatrick, Nicholson, and Taviner 

 
37. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Agenda item 2). None 
 
38. TO CONSIDER & DECIDE UPON ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS TO 

ALLOW THEM TO PARTICIPATE IN A DISCUSSION OR VOTE ON A MATTER IN WHICH HE/SHE MAY 
HAVE A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST (Agenda item 3). 

 Dispensations are granted to Parish Councillors under section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 and the Parish 
Council delegated the power to grant dispensations (s 101 of the Local Government Act 1972) to the Clerk 
or appointed Deputy (see PC meeting 23.07.12 min 52 iv.). As no interests had been declared, there were 
none. 

   
39. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27TH JUNE 2022 (Agenda 

item 4) The minutes to the meeting were approved as a correct record.  
 Proposed:  Cllr K Joyce   Seconded:  Cllr L Stephens 
 All members present at the last meeting were in favour. 
 
40. MINUTE UPDATE FROM THE JUNE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES ALONG WITH THE JULY CLERK’S 

REPORT Annex 1 (Agenda item 5)  
Min.30 The replacement bench for the WMRG was due for delivery in August 2022. 
Min 31. Confirmation of a meeting with school representatives was awaited. 
Min 34. Next stage WMRG carpark drainage works had been completed and the issue resolved 

  
41. TO RECEIVE A CRIME REPORT FOR THE LAST MONTH PERIOD (Agenda item 6)  
 A report for the last month was read to the meeting by the Chair. A number of ‘unusual’ incidents on an 

estate in Sandford were reported but it was not thought that these had been reported into the police using 
the 101-telephone line. Members were reminded of the need for all unusual activity to be reported to enable 
the local police to build a picture of behaviours.  

  
42. RESPONSE TO MATTERS RAISED DURING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING   

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL (Agenda item 7) There were no matters requiring a response. 
 
43. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (Agenda item 8) With no public present, there was none. 
 
44.  TO RECEIVE A WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE (Agenda item 9) Ward Cllr Haverson reported on the 

current situation regarding CPO’s and TROs for the proposed Banwell Bypass. It was also advised that 
changes had been made by the Department for Transport (DfT) in relation to a grant awarded to NSC for 
capital funding for bus services and that further funding has been awarded by to help re-open the railway 
line between Portishead and Bristol due to increased costs as a result of delayed government approval of 
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the scheme’s Development Consent Order (DCO) NSC (subject to the West of England Combined Authority 
(WECA) also contributing, and the DfT closing the remaining funding gap).  

 Questions were asked by members in relation to a review of current bus routes and if replacement buses 
would be part of the ‘green initiative’ for NSC? An enquiry was made as to the number of CPOs for the 
Banwell Bypass along with anticipated timescales for these? And funding for the ‘see monster’ (a 
decommissioned North Sea offshore platform reportedly set to become one of the UK’s largest public art 
installations)? 

 
45. TO AUTHORISE BILLS FOR PAYMENT. Annex 2 (Agenda item 10) 
 Direct payments, direct debits, and standing order payments as detailed totalling £16,491.35 (incl. vat) were 

authorised for payment. along with a bank transfer between council accounts 
 Proposed: Cllr J Witcher  Seconded: Cllr G Lloyd      All in favour 
 
 It was noted that the bank transfer requiring 95-days’ notice had increased Unity Bank balances above 

usual levels. Balances would return to normal limits on completion of a number of instructed improvements 
works at the Ilex Lane Cemetery during August 2022. 

 
46. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CHAIR’S COMMITTEE HELD ON 11TH JULY 

2022. Annex 3 (Agenda item 11) 
A procedure for Operation London Bridge had been considered by the Chair and two Vice-Chairs. When 
enacted, decision had been delegated to the Clerk to allow this to fit with local circumstances at that time.  
The minutes to the meeting of The Chair’s Committee held on 11th July were approved as a correct 
record 
Proposed: Cllr Z Aravantinos Seconded: Cllr L Van Haaren All in favour 

 
47. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11TH JULY AND TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THAT 
MEETING (Agenda item 12): 

a.  It was recommended that ‘in principle’ approval be agreed by the parish council for the football 
club to install a permanent mesh fence to the inside of the north and (part of the) west boundaries. 
The height of the fence would not exceed the hedge line once flailed. 

Approval in principle should be given to the football club to install a perimeter fence as described subject 
to fence maintenance issues being agreed at a later date. 
Proposed: Cllr L Van Haaren Seconded: Cllr Z Aravantinos All in favour 
 

b. It was recommended that a banner style ‘no dog’ sign be purchased for the grounds 

A banner style ‘no dog’ sign should be purchased for the grounds at a cost of £100 plus vat. 
Proposed: Cllr J Witcher  Seconded: Cllr L Stephens  7 in favour, 1 abstention  
 

c. It was recommended to the parish council that the quotation to replace internal lighting at the 
changing rooms with led lighting be accepted at a cost of £1,822 + vat.  

The quotation to replace internal lighting at the changing rooms was accepted. Contract awarded to IRH 
Electrical at a cost of £1,822 plus vat 
Proposed: Cllr L Van Haaren Seconded: Cllr K Joyce  7 in favour, 1 abstention 
 

48. TO ACKNOWLEDGE SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATION TOWARDS SKATE PARK 
REPLACEMENT RAMP AND TO CONSIDER ONGOING MAINTENANCE FOR THIS. TO CONFIRM 
PROCEDURE FOR TENDER PROCESS. (Agenda item 13) 
An amount had been included in 2022/2023 budgets to replace a little used piece of equipment in the 
skatepark with a ramp that would be more user inclusive and easier to ride for younger novice users. A 
grant bid to NSC for £10,000 towards this had also been successful, subject to confirmation for ongoing 
maintenance for the replacement ramp and three quotations for the works being received.  
It was proposed that the Parish Council continue budgeting on-going annual maintenance for the 
skatepark and all ramps including the replacement ramp for a further 10-year period. 
Proposed: Cllr A Forbes  Seconded: Cllr L Stephens  All in favour 
 
Through consultation with skatepark users (around 90 responses received), those using the skatepark had 
assisted in the design for the replacement ramp that was now subject to a tender process. Whilst it was 
anticipated that the construction and installation cost for the replacement ramp would be below procurement 
thresholds, the contract had been advertised in the local press in line with adopted financial regulations for 
a contract of this size, and in addition posted on the government contracts finder website. 
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49. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION  (Agenda item 14) 

• Post COVID 19 meeting with NSC – an update was given by Cllr Aravantinos on the meeting. 
Individuals rather than just ‘professionals’ would now be able to make referrals into the NSC Wellness 
Service. With the service not being staffed by professionally trained staff, referrals could be passed on 
when considered necessary.  It was further advised that grant funding had been obtained by NSC to 
take technology training into people’s homes along with the supply of equipment. It was considered 
that this could be a progression from the “Tea & Tech’ sessions already arranged by the parish council 
for the coming months. 

• Banwell Bypass Planning Application – members were reminded of the three forthcoming parish 
council public consultation events scheduled to allow councillors to hear of parishioner comment on 
the planning application. Cllrs were reminded to advise the Clerk of their availability for all events.  

To allow all parish councillors to be able to vote on this item, it was likely that an Extra-Ordinary meeting 
of the Parish Council would be called in August to approve parish council response to the planning 
application.   

 
 

 With no further business, the meeting concluded at    8.10 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Signed................................................................... (Chair)          
 
 
 Date....................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council acknowledge the general duty to consider the following matters 

in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (age, race, gender, gender reassignment, sexual 
orientation, marital status, religion & belief, pregnancy & maternity, and disability) Crime and Disorder, 
Health & Safety and Human Rights.  


