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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A meeting of the Chair’s Committee was held on  
Tuesday 16th August 2022, 5pm  

in Sandford Village Hall 
 
 

Parish Councillors present:  Archie Forbes, Kevin Joyce Tom Nicholson, Larry Van Haaren and John 
Witcher 

 Jack Taviner was present on zoom, so took no part in the voting at this meeting 
 
 

Clerk:     Lynne Rampton 
Members of the public:  None  

 
 

A meeting of the Chair’s Committee had been convened to deal with a matter that required an immediate 
decision of the Parish Council. 
 

 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST and the Clerk to consider & decide upon any requests for 
dispensation from members to allow them to participate in a discussion or vote on a matter in 
which they may have a disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest. As no interests had been 
declared, there were none.  
 

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. None 

 
3. TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS FOR DRAINAGE INVESTIGATION WORKS AT THE RECREATION 

GROUND. An amount of £33k had been awarded through s106 developer contributions from the 
Woodborough Grange development for the recreation ground. It had been advised that this could be 
used towards increasing the capacity at the pitches and/or changing rooms at the recreation ground in 
Winscombe and meant that the money could be spent on projects within the changing rooms or grass 
pitches that enabled an increase in use of these facilities, which would be meeting the needs of the new 
residents. This funding had time restrictions in place and had to be used within a 5-year period from 
receipt by NSC.  
A drainage system to part of the playing fields had been installed some 20 years ago that was not 
considered to be fully operational and it was unclear to the exact location of some drains and manhole 
covers (two manholes that had been covered over with soil/turf had recently been uncovered by Cllr 
Taviner along with the WMRG Orderly). NSC had confirmed that a drainage improvement plan for the 
sports pitches would comply with terms of the s106 monies and this was the preferred use of funds by 
the sports clubs using the grounds. 
 
To progress an improvement plan for drainage at the grounds, it had been recommended by a consultant 
engineer that a thorough cleanse and survey be carried out on the current system to ascertain how this 
had been constructed and should silt or blockages be discovered, high-pressure jetting used to clear 
the land drains. This course of action would not only provide an accurate picture of all drainage in place 
at the grounds and therefore allow a drainage improvement plan for areas not covered to be progressed 
but may also resolve the situation where there is land drainage coverage. The main surface water drain 
that takes collected water away from the site would also be cleansed and surveyed.  
 
Due to the size and weight of the equipment required to carry out the cleaning and survey works; it was 
considered prudent to instruct works in advance of the rainy weather season when less damage would 
be made to the surface of the sports playing pitches. This would also allow time to assess any 
improvement to land drainage over the coming winter period.  
 



 

 

It was proposed that to allow drainage improvement plans to proceed as soon as practicable, 
that the parish council proceed with the investigation works as soon as possible 
Proposed: Cllr T Nicholson Seconded: Cllr L Van Haaren All in favour 
 
As the investigation works had not been scheduled into budgets for the current 2022/2023 
financial year, that funds are deducted from parish council general reserves, with a view to 
reserves being replenished at budget and precept setting for 2023/2024. 
Proposed: Cllr J Witcher  Seconded: T Nicholson  All in favour 
 
Four companies had been invited to submit quotations for the works, with three of those companies 
responding. 
 
Company   A  B  C  D 
   £6,300  ---  £26,405 £3,400 
 
It was proposed that the contract works are awarded to company D at a cost of £3,400 
Proposed: Cllr K Joyce  Seconded: Cllr T Nicholson All in favour 
Contract was awarded to Aquablast  
 

4. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION. None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Closed:   5.20 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed ________________________________ (Parish Council Chair)       
 
 
 
Date     ____________ 


