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The Parish Plan Report ‘Our Community -
Our Future’ was produced by a Steering Group.
From July 2008 membership of the group was:

Margaret Aske (Data Collection)
Peter Blunt (Chairman)
Neville Brenchley (Vice Chairman &
Treasurer)
Pat Bushnell (Parish Council
Representative)
Aubrey Hill (Data Processing)
Geoff Luckett (Parish Council
Representative)
Cathy Phillips (Minute Secretary & Data
Collection)
Kate Poole (Secretary & Graphic Design)
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Community Action and North Somerset
Council for support and advice.

The 75 volunteers who personally delivered
and collected the questionnaires.

The Parish Council and Clerk for financial
support and use of their website.

The Winscombe & Sandford Parish Magazine
for donating space to be used for keeping
residents updated and advertising Parish Plan
events.

Design of the electronic analysis of the
questionnaire by Jenni Phillips.

Design kate.poole@yahoo.co.uk

Photographs kindly donated by: 2010
Festival Committee, Peter Blunt,
Steve Bridges, Maria Forbes Collection
Gareth Jones, Eric Partridge, Kate Poole,
Peter Richmond, Winscombe & Sandford
History Society.

Printed by Noel Hetherington, Woodspring
Resource Centre.

Sponsors:
The Parish Council - £2755
The Mendip Society - £250
Community Action - £2601





Remembrance Day. Tobogganing at Hillyfields.





Sheep being driven along Sandford Road, c.1920 Winscombe Railway Station 1930s
(Courtesy of Eric Partridge)









1.4  The information collected from all of the above sources was
analysed and a comprehensive Questionnaire was produced. The
Questionnaire, consisting of over 200 questions, was circulated
among 50 residents/groups in April 2009 for assessment and was
revised to take into account their helpful comments and
suggestions.

1.5  The main purpose of the questionnaire was to ask as many
questions as possible and in a format which would enable the
Steering Group to provide accurate information about the
current and future issues which will face those living in the
Parish over the next 5-10 years.

1.6 The questionnaire was hand delivered to 1,671 households in
May 2009 and 1,232 were completed (74%) by 2,136 individuals
and collected by hand. Th e response rate surprised the Steering
Group and represents a real indication of the depth of concern
and care of parishioners about the future of their community.

1.7 The analysis of the Questionnaire was a challenging and time
consuming task for the Steering Group and was completed in a
way which (a) accurately reported parishioners feelings and
future needs (b) took into account the views of residents in
different parts of the Parish, (c) took into account the views of
discrete groups,  e.g. ages, businesses, organisations and
(d) allowed for the presentation of a report which is clear,
unambiguous and in a form which everyone can appreciate,
understand and act upon.

1.8  The age ranges of the respondents to the questionnaire
are shown in the chart (right).









Woodborough Road between the
Co-op and the railway bridge.

vii)  There is little support for the
installation of mini roundabouts or
reconfiguration of road junctions in
the Parish.

viii)  If/when the proposal to
construct a Banwell by-pass is
reconsidered, 73% of all respondents
said they would be in favour of the
Banwell by-pass also including
Sandford, but the figure for
Sandford respondents was 88%.











4.4 Community Supported Amenities

i) Parishioners regard Sandford Village Hall, Winscombe
Community Centre, the Railway Walk/Strawberry Line
(including the railway bridge over the A371), the Millennium
Green, St. James’ Church Hall, Sandford Station Heritage Centre
and Winscombe Youth Club as vital to the Community.  They are

community funded mini-bus but 346 people put forward
suggestions about how one could be used. Th e main suggestion
was to provide local travel for the elderly and disabled.

4.3 Public Amenities

i) The respondents of Winscombe and Sandford are very strongly
in favour of retaining the Post Offi ce, Library, Primary Schools,
public toilets, public telephones, Winscombe Surgery and the
post boxes. Th e response rate is illustrated in the graph below.



4.5 Shops

i) There is considerable interest among respondents (91%) that
shops, where appropriate, should stock more locally produced
food. Similarly, many respondents (76%) are in favour of shops
stocking more ‘Fairtrade’ products.  (The Parish of Winscombe
and  Sandford is now registered as a ‘Fairtrade’ Parish.)

ii) 80% of respondents would like to see a wider range of shops
including various specialist shops, illustrated in the chart below.



5.1 Community Facilities

i)  The response to the question relating to support for the
construction of a new multi-purpose building on the Winscombe
Community Association site did not meet the criteria set for
inclusion in this Report. (See paragraph 1.10(i).)  However, in view
of the importance of such a new facility to the Parish, the Steering
Group decided to publish the results.  50% of respondents would
be in favour of new community centre buildings, of these a
large majority were in favour of including the following facilities
within the accommodation; a large hall with a stage, adult further
education and IT provision, space for indoor sports, sports

training, keep fit, exercise
equipment, a larger Youth
Club and an internet café.

ii)  In general, there is
a lack of interest in
developing the facilities
at the Winscombe War
Memorial Recreation
Ground. An average of
59% of those who returned
the questionnaire did not

answer the questions on this topic although the provision of
external public toilets on the site was favoured by 67%

Winscombe Community Centre



respondents. Almost 90% of the 5-18 year
olds who responded are strongly in favour
of the expansion of sports and leisure
facilities. Areas identifi ed as being suitable
for improvement include the changing
rooms, provision of indoor training
facilities, an all weather pitch and better
lighting in the car park.



ii) A small minority of respondents, particularly those who are
in employment, would like to be able to visit a doctor during the
weekend/evening.

iii)  Over 90% of respondents indicated that they would not wish
to attend health education sessions on any subject areas.

iv) Only 5% of respondents use any form of home based health
care and less than one third think that there is a need for better
information concerning Primary Care Services.

5.3 The Elderly

i) Only 8% of respondents currently use the Volunteer Transport
Schemes in Winscombe and Sandford but the predicted demands
for future use suggest more than a fourfold increase (36%).

ii) 74% of respondents of all age groups show a strong desire for
a publicly financed volunteer bus service to Weston General
Hospital for use by hospital visitors if a regular public bus service
is not feasible.

iii) Two thirds of the respondents over the age of 65 are interested in
having some help in their gardens but fewer than 30% are interested
in additional activities such as exercising or adult education.

iv) 70% of respondents would welcome the provision of additional
seating around the Parish, particularly on the Strawberry Line,
at the Recreation Ground, in the centre of Winscombe and at
bus stops.













Residents’ Responses to the Questionnaire

This Report document is based entirely upon an analysis of
responses to the Questionnaire.  A complete analysis of these
responses is contained in the Annex which consists of 29 pages,
in tabular format, of the responses made by 2,136 parishioners
(anonymously) covering over 200 questions and detailing how
many of the residents answered ‘yes’, ‘no’ or did not answer a
particular question.  Th e resources at the disposal of the Parish
Plan Steering Group were insufficient to provide an individual
Annex to each parishioner.  However, those parishioners and
other persons or organisations who wish to look at the Annex
may do so at the locations listed on the right.












